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Change Coming to Fairfax Resolves Meetings in the Upcoming Months 
     Have you ever wanted to go to a Fairfax Resolves  

chapter meeting but just couldnôt make it on a Thursday 

night?  Or how about the length of the drive from your end 

of the county?  In order to help accommodate more Fairfax     

Resolves members, weôre varying the chapter meeting 

time, day, and location to allow more members the ability 

to make it to a meeting.  The adjusted meeting schedule 

will reflect these new changes.  Meeting will now be on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at two meeting 

locations.  The near term chapter meeting schedule of 

meeting will be as follows.  Look for additional details  in 

the Calendar of Events located in this issue. 

Thu, 09 Sep 10 @ 7:00 to 9:30 PM ï Vinson Hall 

Sat, 16 Oct 10 @ 11:30 to 2:30 PM ï Falcons Landing  

Thu, 18 Nov 10 @ 7:00 to 9:30 PM ï Vinson Hall  

Sat,  11 Dec 10 @ 6:00 to 9:00 PM ï Vinson Hall  

Thu, 27 Jan 11 @ 7:00 to 9:00 PM ï Falcons Landing 

Wed, 16 Feb 11 @ 7:00 to 9:30 PM ï Vinson Hall  

Sat, 12 Mar 11 @ 11:30 to 2:30 PM ï Falcons Landing  

Thu, 14 Apr 11 @ 7:00 to 9:30 PM ï Vinson Hall  

Thu, 12 May 11 @ 7:00 to 9:30 PM ï Vinson Hall  

 

     In June at the annual SAR National Congress 

in Cleveland, Ohio, Compatriot Lawrence ñLarryò 

E. McKinley was awarded the SAR Minuteman 

Award. The Minuteman Award is the highest 

award presented to a member by the National  

Society Sons of the American Revolution. It is 

presented for distinguished service rendered to the 

SAR on the national level. Recipients are selected 

by a Minuteman Committee which is appointed by 

the President General, from previous recipients of 

the medal.  The medal is rectangular in shape, 

struck in sterling silver and depicts a Minuteman 

holding a rifle with a plow in the background. The 

Liberty Bell also appears on the medal. On the 

reverse is inscribed "Highest Award of the      

National Society Sons of the American          

Revolution. Presented to (National Number, 

Year)."  The medal is worn suspended from a neck 

ribbon of light blue silk and is awarded only to individual members on a one-time basis. 

     Compatriot McKinley has served the National Society as Trustee of the Virginia Society.  He is  

also the first line signee for thirteen new Compatriots. He has served faithfully for many years on 

National Committees, most notably Orations, C.A.R. and youth activities, all of which he served as 

Chairman or Vice Chairman. He has also served as a member of the Executive Committee.  He has 

attended eleven National Congresses and seventeen Leadership Meetings. Compatriot McKinley is a 

George Washington Fellow and a contributor to the Center for Advancing Americaôs Heritage. 

     Congratulations Larry on a tremendous accomplishment! 

President General Ed Butler Hangs the          

Minuteman Medal on Compatriot                 

Lawrence ñLarryò McKinley 



Compatriot Ray, Charter Member of a New North Carolina SAR Chapter 
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    This Fall is a busy time for our Chapter and hopefully most of you can be involved. The  

chapter meeting on 9 Sep 2010 had guest speakers from our Chapter Color Guard which       

described the uniforms, equipment, history, and current functions of the Guard. Of course new 

uniformed members are sought and those interested should contact our Chapter Color Guard 

Chairman, Larry McKinley, tel. 703-450-6041 or e-mail: Dustoff@verizon.net. This is a very 

meaningful way to honor our ancestors and to positively represent the Chapter and the SAR in 

important   memorial and other publicity events. One of the sources, but certainly not the only, 

for details on the purchase of Continental Army uniforms is: http://www.jarnaginco.com. They 

are not inexpensive but wear well. Purchase of a firing  musket is ideal to support ceremonial 

volleys at SAR Grave Marking Ceremonies and other selected commemorative events. 

     As most know, we conducted a survey of Chapter Compatriots to ascertain individual desires with the intent of improving 

participation in meetings and other events. The survey indicated a desire for some meetings during the daytime  to address 

night driving difficulties. Accordingly, the schedule of meetings has been adjusted. Our next meeting is scheduled for Oct 16th  

from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM at Falcons Landing Air Force Officers Retirement Community, 20522 Falcons Landing Drive, 

Sterling (also called Potomac Falls), VA 22101. It involves a luncheon featuring salmon or filet of beef entreô options. Wine is 

$2 per glass. Wives and Significant Others are always welcome at our meetings. Reservations need to be made NLT 1 Oct 

2010 by sending entreô preferences and $20 per person (payee: Fairfax Resolves, SAR) to our Treasurer, Daniel E. Rolph, 

2635 New Banner Lane, Herndon, VA 20171. Falcons Landing residents pay ñthrough their own channels.ò A great guest 

speaker will discuss ñThe Amazing Muhlenbergsò and their patriotic service to our Nationôs founding. Hopefully our Chapter 

scheduling adjustments will positively impact participation in SAR activities.  

     Other meetings and activities are posted on the Chapter website: FairfaxResolvesSAR.org. Any questions, contacts for all 

of the leadership are also posted. Additionally, hard-copy updates on Chapter activities are mailed to fifteen of our           

Compatriots who do not have e-mail accounts.  

     I hope to see you soon at some of our events. Hopefully, most can make our Saturday, 11 Dec 2010 Christmas Party at 

Vinson Hall (6251 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101) from 6:00 PM until circa 10:00 PM. Dress is informal (coat & 

tie). It is to be a self-hosted event (pot-luck buffet of food, goodies, and drink both alcoholic and non-alcoholic). We also get 

to welcome our new Chapter Officers as well as VASSAR President, Bob Bowen and his wife.  

I hope to see many of you at Falcons Landing on 16 Oct.  
 

Sincerely,  

John E. ñJackò Sweeney, President, Fairfax Resolves SAR Chapter 

Some words from Jacké 

    On the 10th of August, Compatriot Phillip Ray became a charter member of the newly formed Capt George Dickey Chapter 

in Rutherford County, North Carolina. The new chapter becomes the 23rd chapter in the North Carolina Society. The new 

chapter is named in honor of Revolutionary War Captain George Dickey, who served in Georgia building battlements until the 

State fell. He also served under Brig. General Francis Marion, "The Swamp Fox", in South Carolina.  He later returned to his 

native North Carolina where he was killed on 2 May, 1780 somewhere between  

Asheville and Lake Lure, NC. Numerous dignitaries were on hand for the historic 

event. Some of them included NC Senator Hon Debbie A. Clary, NC District 46; Rev. 

Dr. A. Clark Wiser, Chaplain General, NSSAR; Dr. Samuel L. Powell, National  

Trustee, NSSAR; John O. Thornhill, NCSSAR President; G. Stephen Pittard, 

NCSSAR Sr. VP; Beverly Hall, Regent, Griffith Rutherford Chapter, NCSDAR; and 

Alice Bradley, District 1 Director, NCSDAR. Charter membership consists of      

fourteen members including Compatriot Ray and his father Compatriot Lonnie Ray.  

     The SAR handbook establishes the policies for maintaining dual membership in 

two chapters. The handbook states the following: A compatriot may establish      

membership in more than one state society by applying to the additional state society 

for dual membership. He must be a full, dues-paying active member in his home state 

in order to hold a dual membership in other state societies, but will  continue to pay 

his national, state and chapter dues in his home state. He will pay the state and chapter 

dues only as a dual member in other states, and will not be reported to the National 

Society as a member on their rosters. He is eligible to hold office and be a delegate 

from his dual state or home state, but not in both societies. 

New Chapter President Jim Brewer 

Signs the Petition to Charter the New 

Capt George Dickey Chapter 

mailto:Dustoff@verizon.net
http://www.jarnaginco.com


Gentlemen: 

     Your delegates have returned home from an outstanding Annual Congress 

in Cleveland.  And, you will be happy to know that Virginia's light burned 

brightly throughout the annual gathering. 

 1. For the first time in memory, Virginia's Rumbaugh Orations            

contestant won the national competition.  The winner, Kristin Bowers, a 

Senior at Bishop Denis J. O'Connell High School, was sponsored by the 

Fairfax Resolves Chapter. 

2. For the second year in a row, Virginia's candidate for the Tom & Betty 

Lawrence History Teacher competition won the event.  The winner, Craig H. 

Blackman, was sponsored by the Norfolk Chapter. 

3. Former VASSAR President Larry McKinley was inducted in the           

Minuteman Class of 2010.  The minuteman award is the highest award 

that can be bestowed upon a Compatriot.  Larry also received the        

National-level Meritorious Service Medal. 

4.  Joe Dooley was elected to a third term as Genealogist General and awarded the prestigious National-level Gold          

Distinguished Service Medal, a National-level Meritorious Service Medal 

5.  Twelve Virginia Chapters received Certificates and CAAH streamers for their Chapter Flag:  Clinch Mountain 

Militia, Col. George Waller, Fairfax Resolves, Gen. Daniel Morgan, Gen. William Campbell, Lt. David Cox,        

Martin's Station, New River Valley, Norfolk, Over-mountain Men, Thomas Jefferson, and Thomas Nelson, Jr. 

6. The Virginia Society earned the Partners in Patriotism certificate as did the following Chapters:  Col. William Grayson, 

Culpeper Minute Men, Fincastle Resolutions, James Monroe, Richmond. 

7.  The Virginia Society earned the C.A.R. Activities Award and streamer. 

8. The Virginia Society earned the Admiral William R. Furlong Memorial Award for them ninth consecutive year. 

9. The Virginia Society earned the Edwin B. Graham Award for sponsoring the first place winner in the Joseph S.         

Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest. 

10. The Virginia Society won the Robert L. Sonfield Award for enrolling the largest numerical increase of members at the 

end of the 2009-2010 membership year. 

11. The Norfolk Chapter earned The President General's Activities Award. 

12. Liberty Medals were awarded to Steve Bush (Col. James Wood II) , Matt Hogendobler (Norfolk), John Epperly (Col 

William Grayson), and Stuart Jones (Thomas Jefferson).  Oak Leaf clusters in lieu of second or subsequent awards of the 

Liberty Medal went to Virginia's Joe Dooley (George Mason), and Thomas Hatcher (Clinch Mountain Militia). 

13. Richard Bidwell (Fincastle Resolutions) was awarded an Honorable Mention and $40 check in the Carl F. Bessent    

competition as editor of the most outstanding single sheet chapter newsletter. 

14. National-level Meritorious Service Medals were awarded to VASSAR President Bob Bowen, VASSAR National    

Trustee Andy Johnson (George Mason), Dr. Trice Taylor (Thomas Jefferson) and David Walker (George Washington). 

15.  A resolution urging SAR support of the Honor and Remember Flag, proposed by the Norfolk Chapter and endorsed by 

the VASSAR Executive Committee, was approve unanimously by the Delegates. 

16. First Lady Helen Bowen was awarded the Bronze Good Citizenship  Medal and she and her husband were awarded    

Certificates of Appreciation for assistance rendered to the Ohio Society in conducting the various Congress events.

(Continued on next page.) 

(References to Fairfax Resolves are noted in bold text.) 
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Report from the June 2010 Annual NSSAR Congress in Ohio 

By: Bob Bowen, VASSAR President 

Bob Bowen, VASSAR President 



Report from the June 2010 Annual NSSAR Congress in Ohio 

(Continued) 

Combined National Color Guard at the National Congress Memorial Service in Cleveland, Ohio on 27 June, 2010.   

Can You Spot the Representative From the Fairfax Resolves Chapter? 

     If not presented earlier, all of the above will be presented at the Semi-Annual Meeting in Winchester in September. 

     Of the ten newly elected general officers, five are either primary members of the Virginia Society or dual members:     

President General David Sympson (Culpeper Minute Men), Secretary General Larry Magerkurth (Culpeper Minute Men), 

Treasurer General Steve Leishman (Culpeper Minute Men), Joe Dooley (George Mason), and Registrar General Lindsey 

Brock (Culpeper Minute Men).  

Semper Fi - Bob Bowen, President; Virginia Society, SAR 

 

  

Hint:  
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As a Side Note From the Congress, 

Each Chapter that Participated in 

the Wreath Laying Ceremony at 

Arlington National Cemetery this 

Summer Received a Tomb of the 

Unknowns, Arlington National 

Cemetery 2010 Streamer.  Fairfax 

Resolves Was Included. 



Fairfax Resolves Awards Law Enforcement Medals 

    Members of the Fairfax Resolves attended the Fairfax County Law Enforcement awards ceremony on 4 Jun, 2010 to   

present this year's recipients with the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation medal. Chapter President Jack Sweeney made 

presentations to two very deserving candidates, Master Police Officer Thomas W. Eggers and Detective Shawn M.        

Monaghan. 

 

Master Police Officer Thomas W. Eggers  
     Master Police Officer Thomas W. Eggers is a police veteran of 16 years and a former United States Marine Corps veteran 

and patriot. He serves in the capacity of Senior Bomb Technician in the Department's Explosive Ordnance Disposal Section. 

For seven years, he has distinguished himself by his quality of work and superb results, which ultimately keeps the         

community safe as he diffuses situations or devices, usually under time constraints and often under trying environments. 

     An example of MPO Eggers' exceptional dedication is from Thanksgiving Day, 2009. He was called out, leaving         

festivities he was enjoying with his wife and 4-year-old daughter, to diffuse an unfolding event in the Lorton area. Dealing 

with near freezing temperatures, constant drizzle, and edgy tempers, MPO Eggers arrived on scene and discovered a man 

who claimed he had an explosive device physically inside him. 

     He immediately devised 

two plans to deal with this 

situation. One plan mitigated 

the man as a threat. The other 

plan mitigated the threat 

posed by the car, if                                                                                                                    

explosives were inside it. 

Outfitted with a bomb suit 

and robot technologies, MPO 

Eggers conducted x-rays of 

the man's thoracic cavity and 

a physical and visual        

examination of the man. In 

the end, the man had no   

explosive devices in him or in 

his car. The man was in need 

of immediate mental health 

services, and MPO Eggers 

cleared the path for delivery 

of these services. His    

knowledge, creative thinking 

and human compassion were 

the recipe which helped   

r es o l v e  t h i s  b i z a r r e     

Thanksgiving Day threat. 

      MPO Eggers keeps     

informed of changing       

terrorist threats and is the 

Department's foremost expert 

o n  ex p l o s i v e  d ev i c e           

mitigation. Whether dealing 

with an IED, such as a soda 

bottle chemical reaction     

device or 700 pounds of pyrotechnics, MPO Eggers meets challenges with prudence, caution and a systematic approach,  

ensuring the safety of all. 

     The Fairfax Resolves Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is proud to award Master Police Officer Thomas W. 

Eggers the Law Enforcement Medal. Fairfax County residents are well-served and public safety is well-maintained by his 

devotion, commitment and unyielding bravery exhibited time and time again to this critical skill. 

Master Police Officer Thomas W. Eggers receives the Law Enforcement               

Commendation Medal from President Jack Sweeney. Also pictured is                     

Fairfax County Police Chief Col. David M. Rohrer (left). 
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Law Enforcement Medals - Continued 
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Detective Shawn M. Monaghan 

     Detective Shawn Monaghan began his career with the Fairfax County Police Department in July 1989. First assigned to 

the Mount Vernon District Police Station, he was selected as a member of the Station's Selective Enforcement Team based 

on his keen observations and his suspect interview and interrogation skills. After only five years as a patrol officer, Detective 

Monaghan was competitively selected for a position within the Organized Crime and Narcotics Division. Detective       

Monaghan's career within the Organized Crime and Narcotics Division that is legendary for thoroughness and completeness. 

     One fact stands out in this citation: Detective Monaghan has single handedly seized more monies, property, and vehicles 

than any other detective, officer, group or division within the Department. Some highlights of his career include: 

 

¶ Holding the record for the largest seizure in Departmental history. He investigated a large criminal organization 

involved in international and domestic illegal sports betting, which led to numerous arrests and convictions and a 

ten million dollar seizure. 

¶ Investigating the Bansal crime family, involved in drug distribution, illegal gambling, loan fraud, loan sharking, 

Hobbs Act robbery, extortion, money laundering, and racketeering. Eleven individuals were arrested in this       

organization, prosecuted, and convicted, thus removing a serious threat to the citizens of Fairfax County. 

¶ Conducting significant and successful undercover narcotics operations, stopping distribution networks and        

resulting in federal indictments and convictions. 
  

     These cases are just small highlights of Detective Monaghan's career and his workload has always been consistent and    

unmatched. Even with an overwhelming caseload, Detective Monaghan continues to pass on his superior knowledge about 

drug identification to new officers. He provides training about the Organized Crime Division to the Citizens Police        

Academy. He is one of the most sought after detectives in the Division for training. 
     In addition to all that is going on in Detective Monaghan's professional life, he spends quality time with his wife and six 

children. He attends church every Sunday, coaches two little league football teams, and gives back to the community he lives 

in and the community he serves. 
     The Fairfax Resolves Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is proud to award to you, Detective Shawn Monaghan, 

the Law Enforcement Medal. Fairfax County residents are well served and public safety is well maintained by his            

demonstrated devotion, commitment and unyielding bravery. 

  
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal 

 
     The Law Enforcement Commendation Medal may be presented by the National Society, a state 

society, or a chapter to those who have served with distinction and devotion in the field of law 

enforcement. It may be presented to recognize a variety of service in the field of law enforcement. 

     Fairfax Resolves works with local law enforcement agencies to recognize those who have met 

these criteria by awarding them the Law Enforcement Commendation Medal. The chapter has a 

tradition of awarding this medal to one member of the Fairfax County Police Department each 

year, but the medal can be awarded to members of any law enforcement group. 

     The medal depicts a police badge design surmounted by a gold eagle with the SAR Badge  

below. The medal is accompanied by an enameled bar, suitable for wear on a uniform.  

     Additional information regarding the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal can be 

found in the SAR Handbook, Volume III. 

Law Enforcement 

Commendation 

Medal 

http://www.sar.org/node/211


Fairfax Resolves Honors Patriots  

in a 4th of July Ceremony 

At Left, Assistant Revolutionary Graves Chairman Bill Price Places the Fairfax Resolves Wreath at the 

Grave of Elbridge Gerry.  At Right, Compatriot Price Places an American Flag at the Graves of Elisha and 

Benjamin Harrison. 

     On the 4th of July, Compatriot Bill Price attended the 58th annual      

commemoration of the life of Elbridge Gerry ceremony sponsored by the 

DCSSAR.  Elbridge Thomas Gerry (July 17, 1744 ï November 23, 1814) 

was an American statesman and diplomat. As a Democratic-Republican he 

was selected as the fifth Vice President of the United States, serving under 

James Madison, from March 4, 1813, until his death a year and a half later.  

He was the first Vice President not to run for President of the United States, 

although this was due to his death rather than being a political decision. 

     Gerry was one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence and the 

Articles of Confederation. He was one of three men who refused to sign the 

Constitution because it did not then include a Bill of Rights. Gerry later   

became the ninth Governor of Massachusetts. He is known best for being the 

namesake of gerrymandering, a process by which electoral districts are drawn 

with the aim of aiding the party in power. Gerry is the only Signer of the 

Declaration of independence buried in Washington DC.    

     Following the Elbridge Gerry ceremony, Compatriot Price placed an 

American flag at the graves of Elisha Harrison and Capt Benjamin Harrison.  

Elisha was a surgeon in the Revolutionary War and Benjamin was a Captain 

the Calvert County, Maryland militia. 

Elbridge Thomas Gerry                      

(July 17, 1744 ï November 23, 1814)  
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Kristi Bowers Takes National 

Oration Contest Championship 

 

     Kristi Bowers, winner of the Fairfax Resolves Oration 

Contest and VA State Contest, with her oration ñIt's Only 

Common Sense,ò took first place in the national Joseph S. 

Rumbaugh Historical Patriotic Oration Contest at the SAR 

National Congress in Cleveland, Ohio. 

     Kristi is the first National winner sponsored by the     

Virginia Society in over 30 years! Kristi had 14 fellow    

contestants, and took home an additional $3,000 in prize 

money. As the national winner, she presented her oration at 

the Youth Luncheon the following day and received a   

standing ovation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristi Bowers Reacts to Winning First Place 

Compatriot Larry McKinley (Right) Participates at the 

Flag Ceremony With Members of the C.A.R. and DAR 
President General Ed Butler Presents the Winnerôs 

Certificate and a Check for $3000 to Kristi Bowers 

     As a result of Kristi winning the national competition, 

Compatriot Larry McKinley accepted the Harold L. Putnam 

Award.  The Putnam Award is presented to the state    

Chairman from the winner of the Joseph S. Rumbaugh   

Historical Patriotic Oration Contest. 

 

 

Fairfax Resolves Supports   

Annual Flag Day Ceremony 
 

 

     On Flag Day, June 14, Compatriots Larry McKinley and 

Darrin Schmidt along with members of the Children of the 

American Revolution conducted the 7th annual flag        

retirement ceremony for the community at the Great Falls 

Freedom Memorial. 

     Members of the Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department 

Captain David Lange, Andrew Reedy, Eric Thorsell, and 

Scott Schermerhorn were on hand again this year to assist 

with the flag retirement and to ensure a safe ceremony. 

Members of  the  Great  Falls  Library, Friends of  the  Great  

Compatriot Larry McKinley Accepts the Harold L. 

Putnam Award From President General Ed Butler 
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