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Elisha Harrison born in 1760, probably in Calvert County, Maryland and died at his residence in Washington, D.C. on 24 August 1819 at the age of 59.
  His tomb was dedicated on 13 June 1983 in a ceremony conducted by the Dolly Madison Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Elisha Harrison served in the American Revolutionary War as both a member of the Calvert County Militia and the Maryland Line of the Continental Army. In 1777, as a teenager, he joined the Calvert County, Maryland Militia Company of Captain Charles Williams.
  Details on this service are unknown. On 15 October 1781 he was commissioned and joined the 4th Maryland Regiment of the Continental Line as a Surgeon’s Mate and served until 1 January 1783.
 The 4th Maryland Regiment had been involved in some of the most significant Revolutionary War battles, including Brandywine, PA in September and Germantown, PA in October 1777, Monmouth, NJ in June 1778 and Camden, SC in August 1780.
 However, in 1781 the 4th Maryland was not the strong combat capable regiment it once had been. The Continental Line was reorganized in 1781 because regiments throughout the Army were under strength and enlistment quotas were based on the size of state populations rather than realistic estimates of men available.
 The 6th and 7th Maryland Regiments were disbanded and an effort was made to bring the other five Maryland Regiments up to strength. Numerous officers were transferred to other regiments. However, even with this consolidation of units some of this troop strength was on paper only. Of the 4th Maryland Regiment’s field grade officers there was no colonel. The commander was Lt. Col. Thomas Woolford, who had been wounded and taken prisoner at the Battle of Camden and exchanged on 20 December 1780 while a member of the 5th Maryland Regiment.
 The only other field grade officer was Major Alexander Roxburgh who had been transferred from the disbanded 7th Maryland.
 Surgeon William Kelty, Elisha Harrison’s immediate senior, was transferred from the 5th Maryland Regiment. While serving in that regiment Dr. Kelty had been captured at the Siege of Charleston on 12 May 1780.

The 3rd and 4th Maryland Regiments were transferred from the Southern Department to the Main Army for the Siege of Yorktown.
 Continental Army reports show that in September 1781, the 3rd Maryland had a strength of 579 men with no unit status report for the 4th  Maryland.
  The October status report showed that Brigadier General Mordecai Gists’ Brigade, which consisted of these two regiments, had a combined strength of 999 men.
 Assuming the 3rd did not grow, the 4th Maryland had only 420 men. The 4th Maryland had battle tested men when Dr. Harrison joined, but it was under strength and still without a colonel in command. Times had obviously become very hard for the Continental Army.
It is not clear where Dr. Elisha Harrison’s service began, but even if it had begun in Maryland he could have reached Yorktown before the surrender. The Continental Army Book of Account Disbursements shows that Elisha was due pay from his 15 October 1781 commissioning date to 1 January 1782 for a total of $652.45.
   Regardless of when he arrived with the 4th Maryland, there would have been much work for him to do.  The 4th Maryland with the 3rd Maryland composed Brigadier General Mordecai Gist’s Brigade as part of Von Steuben’s Division.
 Of the 999 men in Brigadier General Mordecai Gist’s Brigade, only 687 were present and fit for duty. Over 300 were sick. At the Siege of Yorktown Gist’s Brigade occupied the left flank of the American line, the center of the American-French combined forces.
 
After the surrender of the forces of British Lt. General Lord Charles Cornwallis in October 1781, the Continental Army was divided.  Most moved toward New York under General Washington. However, even with the defeat at Yorktown, the British still held New York City, Wilmington, North Carolina, Savannah, Georgia, and most important of all Charleston, South Carolina; their most strategic position of the south. Major General Arthur St. Clair started south with 2,000 Delaware, Maryland and Pennsylvania Regulars, including the 4th Maryland, to reinforce Major General Nathaniel Greene.
 What was left of the Virginia Line was further reduced when many men were left behind for want of pay. The march was not an easy one, taking two months to cover the 500 miles. 
At the time the march began about 1 November 1781, General Greene with his force of 1,500 had succeeded in bottling the British up in Charleston, but lacked the strength to effectively challenge the 9,775 man British, Hessian, and Tory army. Fortunately, what General Greene’s forces lacked in actual strength, the British troops lacked in overall morale due to the wearing combat of the Battles of Cowpens, Eutaw Springs, Guilford Court House and Hobkirk’s Hill in the Carolinas. General Greene’s troops also suffered from sickness exacerbated by the loss of hospital stores captured by the British forces of Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton. With the exception of an offensive into Georgia by General Wayne’s Pennsylvanians and Virginians, most of the time was spent keeping the British in check at Charleston and finding food and clothing for the army.  The American Army’s logistical problems were further complicated when the South Carolina legislature passed a law against impressing food. The Maryland and Pennsylvania troops mutinied. The ringleader was hanged, but others escaped to the British. Fortunately for the Americans, the enemy’s strategic situation was becoming increasingly difficult. Finally, on 14 December 1782, after an extended siege, the British evacuated Charleston, South Carolina.
  The Continental Army was again re-organized and on 1 January 1783, the 4th Maryland Regiment was disbanded at Charleston, South Carolina.
  Elisha Harrison’s service in the Continental Army ended on this day.

It’s apparent that following his January 1783 Continental Army discharge, Elisha Harrison practiced medicine in the Maryland and Washington, D.C. area. While his exact residence in Maryland or the District of Columbia is unknown, when he died in 1819 he is cited as a Washington, D.C. resident. He is listed among the original members of the Society of the Cincinnati.
  Records of the General Society of the Cincinnati show Dr. Harrison entered through the Maryland Society.
 The Society of the Cincinnati was originated by Major General Henry Knox with a first meeting held in Fishkill, New York in May 1783 even before the British had completely departed New York City. At the meeting participants agreed to stay in contact with each other after the war and to be supportive of both the new Republic and the veterans who had made its establishment possible. Society membership was generally limited to American and selected French officers who had served at least three years in the Continental Army or Navy or were in active service at the end of the American Revolution.
 In addition to this patriotic society’s membership, Dr. Harrison was among the founders of the Medical and Chirugical Faculty of the State of Maryland.
 He was also among a group of sixteen physicians and two apothecaries who in 1817, established the Medical Society of the District of Columbia.
 According to a 1 July 1909 Evening Star newspaper article on Old Washington, D.C. following the Revolutionary War, Dr. Harrison of the Army is described as being among a group of private and official physicians who attended to families of officials and the small military force in the city. Dr. Harrison also operated an apothecary shop at the corner of 14th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue which is described as being like others with traditional insignia of gilt mortar and pestle displayed at the front door and windows filled with colored globes.
 Of particular significance is that the Washington, D. C. Medical Society, originally organized by the group of sixteen physicians, attained the unique status of being formally incorporated by an act of Congress in 1819. A medical hall was established at McPhail’s Academy on 16th Street north of Saint John’s Church.

Personal information on Dr. Harrison is meager. On 30 May 1793 Doctor Elisha Harrison was granted a bounty land warrant for 300 acres but no details remain regarding where it was located.
 Definitive details on his family or descendants are also largely lacking. There is a record of an Elisha Harrison marrying Ann Chew in Anne Arundle County, Maryland on 14 May 1787.
 The U.S. Census of 1790 shows an Elisha Harrison living in Prince Georges County, Maryland with a white female and young male less than 16 years of age.
 Maryland Colonial, Revolutionary, County, and Church Records for 1777 to 1801 show an Elisha Harrison marrying a Sarah Beall on 25 March 1796 at Upper Marlborough, Prince Georges County, Maryland.
 Additional information about a Dr. E. Harrison is cited in the Cecil County Court Guardianship Account records for 1797-1800.
 The relevance of these pieces of information and the full story of Dr. Harrison’s family remain largely unknown. However, what is known is that Dr. Elisha Harrison’s probate records at the National Archives show the executor of his estate to have been Benjamin Harrison, Esquire.
 Two letters in this file provide some insight regarding his family. An 1821 letter to Benjamin cites Elisha as having been his brother.
 An 1820 letter from a Joseph G. Harrison to Benjamin bears the greeting “Dear Uncle,” suggesting Joseph may have been Elisha’s son or a nephew.
 Other letters in the probate record confirm Elisha Harrison remained in the Washington, D.C. and Maryland areas with an extensive medical practice and a downtown Washington, D.C. office and pharmacy. He was clearly a notable member of these communities. Accordingly, this final resting place of Dr. Elisha Harrison, physician and patriot, is being proudly recognized today by The National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
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